July 27, 1856

At St. Andrew, | joined in marriage Joseph Schmitzer, son of the living Anton Schmitzer and the late Mary Greiner
from lower Bavaria, 26, with Theresa Vollmair, daughter of Peter Vollmair and Mary Holzer, both living, from lower
Bavaria, 15 yars old, with the consent of her father, Peter Vollmair for the marriage of his minor daughter and before
witnesses Joseph Brunner and Nepamuc Schraufnagel. Casper Rehrl.

Father Nicholas Pickel
Nicholas Pickel was rdained by Bishop John Martin Henni at St. Francis June 29, 1858. Parishioners of
St. Andrewbés were served by Father Pi ckell86a. satherhRickefboili r t h r

the new brick church replacing the log church by Fat her Schraudenbach. Before F:
he served at the Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Marytown. Among his other accomplishments,
Father Pickel established a parochial school at St. Theresa, TheiesacV n s i n . I n the | ate 188
St. Maryds church, Fond du Lac.

Father Eusebius Henzler
Eusebius Henzler was born at Muehlheim ( Rottenburg ) Germany, Aug. 14, 1825. Upon completing his required
studies for the priesthood, he was ordained in September 1852r Fhzler traveled to America in 1859. Records

di sclose Father Henzlerds signature in the parisherecorc
years were between 184863. Father Henzler was the first priest to assumedthe i es as a regul ar pa
Congregation in Mayville. About t he year 1865 the Co

served. Father later assumed charge of St James Church, Cooperstown, where he retihaimeddeath on Feb. 20,
1870.
Father Leander Schaffer
Leander Schaffer was born at Vienna, Austria, Dec. 1, 1831. Father was ordained at Linz, Austria, July 27, 1856.

During hi s pastorate at St . Andr ewds, 1862 tws filst8 6 8, F
resident pastor. The Rev. E. Heimplin also shared residency in the new rectory for a short period of time in 1867.
0 CNES
! .
- \ . “
. L)

Second church built by Father Pickel 1862 Rectory built by Father Schaffer 1868

Father August Lang
August Lang was born at Reichenau (Leitmeritz) Bohemia Dec. 2, 1823. Upon completing his, stedieas
ordained Aug. 2, 1847. After ministering for some time in his homeland, Father left for America arriving in the United
States June 15, 1865. Father Lang mi AlB68.tHe tawlt the ahildrentah e p e
schooland was assisted by Mr. Bohr and his housekeeper. Father Lang repaired the old log church for a school. Father
Lang also installed two bells donated for the second brick church .

23



TRt PR k)
....,.1;1‘"" i

Father Michael Deisenrieder

Michael Deisenrieder as born April 14, 1814 at Heinsberg, Bavaria. He was
ordained to the priesthood Sept.1, 1837 by Cardinal Reisach. After ordination he sp
several years in his native country. He moved to the United States, becoming asso

; with the Diocese of

Milwaukee in 1852 In _ -
| August 1854 he was & et .
assigned to Johnsburg ¢ y
and temporary church e - g“ : ‘é
was buit  while he T o 80, =
taught school in the Tepdnchis lers o S
priest house. Fatherl/CHAEL DEISEIEIEE E8
was then appointed ol S8 prol ISYH,
pastor to the Tone M lenta st PT Sop i * 37
congregation at Holy ©+ ! '-1'l=.'-'-'-:--{“”-
Cross, in Ozaukee ¢ = & &

v

County, St.’Mal’y ﬁ -;.'

S the Lake, Belgium,
remaining in charge 1861 to September 1869. 7%

In the meantime, the parishes of St. Kilian, Hartford and St. Lawrence were
established in 1863 by Father Deisenrieder. -

From 1869 to 1880 Father was r ect or|FahtrD&denrieddryraatomeyd s Co
Office, Farmersville). Soon after his arrival at St. Andrew, the parish purchased JpStpindrew, Le Roy
Schmitzer's tavern and bowling alley. This was converted into artveon sclool and a
home for the Sisters. The deed for one acre of land with tavern and bowling alley was purchased for $1,345. 00 is dated
May 31, 1869. ( Page 25 ) The location of this lot was north of the present church building across Hwy. Y, now owned by
Roger Zangl.

Father Deisenriederr——— - negotiated with the Dominican Sisters in
Racine to obtain sisters fo Right: The_Joseph Schmitzer tavern his parish school. From the Dominican
archives we learn that in there.modeled into a convent was moved 1/4 fall of 1869, SisterDominica Poegl and
Sister Agnes Geraghty mile nor_th tothe Huber farm, known _to 0 rorganis’[, arrived and were the fifstculty
members at St. Andrew generation as the Frank Ertl farm. This Sister Jacobina Netmann assisted the
teachers with the domestig abandoned farm house was once the CONV€quties of the mission. Father did much
towards advancing suppor of St. Andrewds frgr

for the Dominican Sisters at Racine.

Father Deisenrieder was very zealous and active priest, finding time in spite of his numerous duties to assist any
candidates in their efforts tobtain HolyOr der s. Af ter a 12 year pastoriad e at
August 22, 1880 and is buried in the fourth row east of the center drive, the tenth

grave markr from the north.

Father JosephFessler

Joseph Fessler was born at Oberhausen
(Freiburg) Germany, March 18, 1839. In 1854 he came
to America and commenced his studies at the
Benedictine Convent in St. Vincent, Pennsylvania.
completed the theological course of studies at the
seminary at St.fancis, Wisconsin and was ordained

to the priesthOOd in 1865 by BIShOp John Martin Henni. School bu||t by Father Fessler 1881
After ordination he labored in different missions, and later
became rector of St. Boniface congregation at Manitowoc. When Father took charge of this

congregatin, he found a small church without a school. Through his great zeal, and with the

assistance of the parishioners, he bought a church as well as a school in good condition. Besides this, he had to attend to
the mission at St. Joseph, Alveno. He couldloig enjoy the fruits of his labors with on going health problems. He
therefore was sent to St. Andrew, L e -1B8? \fFatheDFessler ovgrsawihe p a s
building of a new schoetonvent complex. The school providseb classroomsand living quarters for the Sisters. The

school was dedicated in 1882 by the Rev. Nicholas Batz, Vicar General. This school building was later converted into a
four- room school in 1904 as school enrollment increased. Later Fathedrtmiond du Lac as pastor of St Mary. As his
sickness grew worse, he went to Oregon with permission of the Archbishop. He labored at Beaverton as chaplain of St
Maryb6s Orphanage. Father Fessler died in Beaverton
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Below: Warranty Deed recorded thparchase of the Joseph Schmitzer Saloon and Bowling Alley, by the Archdiocese May 31, 1869. The bowli
was converted into a school and the saloon into a convent under the pastorate of Father Deisenrieder. This lot éswmeddntiRoger Zanghs

you study the document, note several points of interest, the hand scribed U.S. stamp, the last name signature of Jeseph Sctifitzer ( Smitzer
differ plus the X signifying approval of her husband singing for her. To examine a little cleserdhor ds 6 6 her mar k6 6ab

mystery but why was the family name spelled differently by the same signer? At the extreme bottom, note the earlydordiraf, 700 A.M.
Recorded by Tuax Bachhuber.
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The following recorded entry concerning the Joseph Schmitzer transaction was obtained from The Register of

Deeds Office, Juneau, Wisconsin.

Joseph Schmitzer warranty Deed,dated May 31,69,
& wifc Thoresa Rocorded Jum\‘&.'se in Vol.50 p.286.
1l. -to- 8 (41-647) Same premises as in caption

of abstract.
Rev,John M,Henni

Joseph Schmitzer Wwarranty Deod,dated May 31,'69.
& wife Thorcsa Lecorded Oct.11,'77 at 7 A.M.1in
12, ~to- Vol.72 page 108. Gamo premises as

in caption of abstract.
Rev.John Martin Henni Ro-rocorded from Vol,50 page 286 and
No.l1ll in this abstract.

Below: Records obtained fromthieo wn of Le Roy files on &6The
28, 1869 by the Clerk of town Le Roy concerning the above acquired parish property and the tax question under the

pastorate of Father Deisenrieder.
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Proceeding

The Town Board of review of the Town of Le Roy met at the Town Clerks Office in said Town for the purpose of
reviewing Roll of said Town and on tihepresentation of Michael Deisenrieder that certain piece of land described as
follows: One acre S.W.cor.S.W.1/4, S.E. 1/4Sec .(23) was used for School purposes The same was made exempt from tax

action by said board of review for one year. Dated at Le Riog 28, 1869.
H.Barnes, E.G. Stoddard, Elias Ryel, Town Board of Review.
| certify the foregoing to bearrect. E.G..Stoddard, Town Clerk.
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Below: Parish expenditures referring to the years of 3#B4Records entered in German cover several mon
of 1884 during the pastorate of Father Simon Woelfl.
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Father Simon Woelf Simon
Woelfl was born at EIm Grove, Waukesha County, March 20, 1846. He entered the seminary at SinRi@5@iand
was ordained by Bishop John Martin Henni at St. Francis December 19, 1868. Father Woelfl became assistant to the Rev.
L. Conrad of Holy Trinity Church, Milwaukee. Later, Father ministered in the Caledonia, Grafton, Theresa, and then built a
chuch at Mayville while he was pastor there. Father Woelfl also had charge of the congregation at St. Andrew at Le Roy
from 18831886. Upon the completion of a new school, Sister Alexia Reuter and Sister Martha Bourgmeyer were in charge
of teaching. Upona@mpletion of his tenure at St. Andrew, Father Woelfl moved to East Bristol , where he died September
5, 1895.

Father Michael Heiss

Father Michal Heiss, nephew of Archbishop Heiss, first took up
residence at St. Peter and Paul Church at Nenno about 1860. Father Heiss
also served the mission of St. Anthony, Washington County . In October
1861 Father Heiss took charge of St. Thomas Aquinas egation in
Waterford, Wisconsin until May of 1864. Father Heiss then took charge of
St. Lawrence congregation from January, 1883 to April, 1885, Father was
assigned to St.Andrew Le Roy in 1886 and served the parish till 1890.

Father Bernard

Weyer
Bernard Weyer was born on May 24, 1861 at Slinger. He studied for the

priesthood at St. Francis Seminary, and was ordained June 29, 1885 by Archk
Michael Heiss. Father Weyer was appointed rector of thgregation at Paris,
Kenosha County in 1885. In 1887 Father Weyer was transferred to St. Hubert
parish at Richfield where he built St. Hubertus parochial school. In 1890 he w
assigned as pastor of St. Andrew Parish at Le Roy where he servexBa#til

During Father Weyer os pastorate,
cost of $3,000. Contractors were Michael Kamermeyer, Joseph Urban, Julius
Strepp and Leonhard Baumganet.

NO St

In 1896 Father moved to Pine Bluff to take up assignment as pastor of St. Mary Congregation. On January 10, 1904
Father Weyer resigned and was appointed pastor of St. Joseph, Sinsinawa on August 1, 1904. In June 1905 he joined the
Diocese of La Crosse and spent the rest of his life in the La Crosse Diocese. Father Weyer died at Mineral Point January
5, 1918.

Father Ferdinand Raess

Ferdinand Raess was born at Glarus Disentis Chur Seminary for the
priesthood, Father Raess was ordained by Bishop Caspar Von Carl at Chur,
Switzerland, August 311856. Father arrived in the United States August 8,
1867. Fat her 6 s fEillendltin the Arahdiooeseroé Metv wa s
York where he remained until 1873. When he came to Wisconsin he
associated himself with the Archdiocese of Milwaukee in Audést3.
Father was appointed assistant pastor at St. Nazianz, where he served for one
year. In 1874 he was appointed to the congregation of St. Hubert, Hubertus
with the attached mission of St .Anthony.

While maintaining his pastorate, hailbthe second church at Holy
Hill about 1880, replacing the old chapel dedicated May 24, 1863. Father
Raess applied himself with unabated ardor to successfully accomplish this
undertaking. All of this demanded a vast amount of physical and mental
exertion.
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In his continuous journeying in search of the necessary funds for the completion of his cherished
plans,Father Raess found it necessary to relinquish his custodianship of Holy Hill in September of 188&ofpe
of Father Raess as a keen promoter of the Shrine at Holy Hill deserves its own biography. Fath@8Raess
was appointed pastor of the Mater Dolorsa Church at Fredonia. ( Little Kohler ) In 18&&tmed the pastorate at
New Berlin where he built the church of the Holy Apostles. In 1891 Fdthesferred to Kieler, Grant County to
dedicate a new parish to the Holy Ghost. From 18389, Father toolcharge of & Andrew congregation at Le
Roy with thirteen hundred members. The parochial sclcoohected with St. Andrew had a regular attendance of
one hundred and twenty four students. During Fathare s s 6 s t e n ur efthe@nnuncidlenrwas Soci ety
organized, with Catherine Wittmann and Mavinberger officers in charge of 92 member society. Below: the
membership roster as recorded in 1897. Father Raess later retired at St. Nazianz wherdidd June 8,
1900.
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